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A NEW SPIRIT IN INDUSTRY 

l , ;s |~T vj|OR more than twenty years the thoughts of Ameri- 
Jj-Hli can people have been directed toward peace and 
the enjoyment of our relative well-being. Our 
Jpwa? vast ocean boundaries, wealth, and great indus- 

W/’ [ r j a ] capacity seemed to justify our believing that 
advance war preparations tvere largely an unnecessary 
expense. When the depression came, many became 
discouraged by the lack of opportunity and lost some of 
their confidence and pride in our American institutions 
and method of living. 

During the last few months, as Total War has brought 
devastation and tragedy to the countries of Europe that 
were once the co-leaders of our peaceful world, the spirit 
of the average American has undergone a rapid change. 
He has realized as never before, perhaps, the Meaknesses 
that have gone unsolved in our country. Unemployment, 
taxes that discourage the groMth of business and jobs, the 
lack of preparation to meet new techniques of war, have 
suddenly become immediate instead of theoretical ques¬ 
tions. But instead of becoming discouraged over these 
problems, it is my observation that a spirit of enthusiastic 
patriotism and pride in our country is reawakening. People 
are going to work to tackle these problems and they won’t 
stop now until they are solved. 

This country wants peace, not war. One of the best 
ways to discourage other countries from engaging in Mar 
M T ith us is to be well armed, well equipped and fully alert 
to any threats to our security. Many of us now are having 
a part in producing quantities of up-to-the-minute equip¬ 
ment for our armed forces. In doing this we are making a 
direct contribution to our National Defense. How well 
our army, navy and airforce perform in the field depends 
to a great extent on the efforts and ability of the people as 
a whole and particularly those Mho build the tools and 
equipment and produce M ar supplies. 

Another thing that Mill make the country stronger is 
good government. That, too, is a problem for all of us for 
we get just the kind of government we vote for and deserve. 
The surest proof of that is to compare the government of 
t wo different cities of equal size but M’ith populations that 
shoM T a contrast in their thoughtfulness and Millingness to 
take time and effort to govern themselves. In every case, 
the community M'here people devote time and thought to 




■4 

Hi. 






Long may it wave. A view of our Beaver Street plant with the flag flying 

insisting upon sound and sensible government enjoys the 
best living conditions under the circumstances. 

America has always “snapped out of it” when circum¬ 
stances really demanded it. Problems we face today that 
seem impossible Mill melt away as we get up on our hind 
legs and decide to M r ipe them off the books. At Sprague 
Specialties, as we share in the National Defense program 
and continue bringing income to the community, we are 
glad to take part in the development of this stronger, more 
realistic and constructive American spirit that is appearing 
throughout the country. 

R. C. Sprague. President. 
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The Windsor Print Wor\s 


NEIGHBORING INDUSTRIES: WINDSOR PRINT WORKS 

Founded in 1873 as the Freeman Manufacturing Company, the 
W indsor Print Works has long been a contributing factor to the 
city’s industrial life. 

Here millions of yards of cotton cloth arc printed yearly. Bales 
of cloth in the gray state enter the plant and after going through the 
various stages of refinement, are printed with many colors and 
designs. One of the novel processing features of the Windsor Print 
Works is the crinkle finish of many of its pieces of goods. 

An average of 350 employees are on the pay roll of this concern 
at the present time. 

NEALLEY DESCRIBES LIFE IN AFRICA 

(Following is the second and final instalment containing excerpts 
from a letter from Ed Nealley , former Sprague Personnel Director , 
written to Miss Molly Avery and telling of his life in the Firestone 
Plantation in Monrovia, Liberia.) 

"I imagined, Molly, that you folks were surprised as time when 
you received my card post-marked r .Africa.’ My trip over on the 
Europa , my stop in London town for four days, Madeira, Las Palmas, 
TenerilT, Dakar, Freetown, and finally Monrovia, was all too inter¬ 
esting for I shall miss it when I return to the States in October, 
direct. 

Approaches Cannibal Mountain 

Recently, I took a trip through the bush and after traveling 
about 80 miles inland, I came to a mountain that has never been 
climbed by a white man nor many natives. Legend goes that several 
men have tried to climb it and have never returned. It is inhabited 
by a tribe of man-eaters. No one is allowed on the mountain. The 
natives would sooner cut their hand off than to try to enter the 
jungle there. 

Most of the natives on the plantations wear some sort of a shirt 
and a pair of pants but many just wear a sackcloth. The women 
wear nothing but a cloth wrap-around skirt. They live in mud houses 
with thatched roofs, two-roomed affairs, and are perfectly content. 
The company built several camps of regular house brick with the 
idea of eventually having them the same all over the plantations. 
The boys lived in them for two months and then gradually drifted 
back to the native type house, claiming that the new houses made 
them sick. 

The plantations are really something, Molly. There is nothing 
like them any other place on the Coast. Our roads are excellent 
gravel surfaced highways. Our houses are brick construction much 
the same as our own in the States. The one that I live in would cost 
about ten thousand dollars at home. Red brick and wooden trim¬ 
mings, wide French doors and windows, hardwood floors, highly 
waxed, bathroom complete with tile tub and shower, electric lights, 
fans, refrigerator and all other electrical appliances. They are very 
cool even on a hot day and we always have a cool breeze blowing 
through the house from the sea eight miles away. 

Most all of our food comes from our own trading company which 
carries all popular brands of can goods such as are sold at home. 
Fresh meats used to come in on the English boats from England twice 
a month but since the war started we have been importing from the 
States. I’ve just finished dinner, pork chops, mashed potatoes, 
spinach and peas. Not bad "chop” for the wilds of Africa. It can’t 
be too bad tor I’ve put on exactly fourteen pounds since arriving 
here and now my problem is finding a way to lose "them thar 
pounds” before I gonome or no one will love me. 


ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION TO CREDIT UNION 
SAYINGS PLAN —LOANS NOW AVAILABLE 

Demonstration that Sprague employees understand the value of 
thrift has come with the announcement of W illiam IT. Brundige, 
president, that more than $220 is being added to the treasury of the 
new Sprague Specialties Credit Union weekly. The Union, whose 
charter was signed by Massachusetts State Secretary Frederic Cook, 
and which began operation as recently as August 3, is a wholly 
cooperative organization to promote thrift and to provide a way for 
members to borrow sums of money for provident purposes. The 
announced rate of five per cent on loans is tar lower than the charges 
of typical small loan or finance companies. 

The Sprague Specialties Credit Union is the first industrial credit 
union to be organized in North Adams. The incorporators, headed 
by William H. Brundige, president, and Stanley M. Denoyan, 
treasurer, are Helen Albini, Loretta A. Plan ey, Ida Marceau 
Lovett, Maurice E. Chonard, Howard F. Sherman, Lars N. Andersen, 
Harry A. Cassidy, Jr., Roderick F. MacAlpine, Theophile J. Ron¬ 
deau, Leo E. Lemoine, Ellsworth E. Griffin, Lorin Underwood, 
Robert Teeple, Charles II. McCann, Alma O. Haley, Lydia Plankey, 
Laura LeFenvre, James Driscoll, John V. Fleury, Crawford Bellows, 
A. B. Lindquist, Emmanuel E. Landry and Harry J. Lovett. 

Any person accepted for membership and who has completed 
ayment on at least one $5 share is eligible to obtain loans from the 
Jnion. "Provident purposes” include purchase of home equipment 
such as radios, dish washers, refrigerators, washing machines, vacuum 
cleaners, heaters, etc., payment of doctor's and dentist’s bills, funding 
of debts, vacations, education, purchase of automobiles, and home 
repairs. All loans must be passed upon by the credit committee. 

As of September 17, 1940, 225 fully paid members had enrolled. 

Treasurer Stanley M. Denoyan hopes to organize a "Coal Club” 
by which coal may be purchased wholesale and then sold on credit 
to members. Members of the Union may borrow up to $100 on an 
unsecured note unless individual financial stability is questionable, 
in which case a satisfactory co-signer is necessary, and over $100 
with a co-siener. Interest will be paid on savings shares, the actual 
rate of whicii will be determined by the amount of business. 

Two hundred and twenty-five contributing members are saving 
more than an average of one dollar per w eek. 

Applications for membership must be made in writing and bear 
the approval of a member of the Board of Directors. No director 
may present the name of a person whom he cannot recommend as 
being honest, industrious and of good habits. Unlike many savings 
banks, deposits will be placed on interest the first business day of each 
month. All members will receive a pass book recording payments. 


For entertainment, we make our own. W e have a grand club¬ 
house where we spend most of our idle time, especially Saturday eve¬ 
nings when we usually hold forth with a dinner dance and bridge. 
The club-house itself would be the envy of many a small town hack 
home. It is furnished in maple throughout, pastel walls with native 
tapestry, and heavy rugs on the floors, ring-pong tables, pool, 
roulette and a large W urlitzer record player for music. And to 
think that I almost forgot the most important feature — the bar — 
brass rail and all, where friends meet to pass the time or pass out. 

Hunting for Leopards and Crocodiles 

Bridge is played very well by most everyone here — and often. 
Hunting for deer, antelope, leopards, crocodiles and last, the most 
savage of perhaps all game, the water buffalo or ’bush cow.’ One 
needs to be certain of a fatal hit when one shoots at that beast for 
they sure can do an awful job on anvthing that they take a dislike 
to, especially so when w r ounded. Fisfiing is excellent and I’ve done 
my share of it during my stay here. We have a Richardson cruiser, 
a 30-footer, that is perfect for just that. 

Now r for my work. My official title is Transport Superintendent. 
I have charge of all rolling stock for the plantations, cars and trucks, 
some 175 units. Hardly a week goes by that we don’t have to go out 
and bring back something that was once a truck before it went 
through a bridge or into a river. 

Has Vlalaria Tw ice 

Malaria, my old pal, I’ve had twice, both times last year. I spent 
about seven days in the hospital both times and took the cure with 
flying colors. Most people would rather have malaria than a cold 
here for the cold is far more distressing and usually lasts longer. 
Then, of course, we have all the small fungi infections that are typical 
of the tropics, but the medical staff is an excellent one and handles 
each case swiftly and thoroughly. 

The radio is belching forth the baseball scores for today’s play. 
Lowell Thomas follows directly afterwards with news of the day, 
both foreign and United States items. Radio reception is perfect 
(Continued on page four) 
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TEST LABORATORY NO PLACE FOR TIMID SOUL 

The voltage in the electric chair or "hot seat"’ at Sing Sing is 
1,200 volts. In contrast to this, controllable AC voltages in the 
Sprague Test Laboratory range from 0 to as high as 7,200 (and much 
higher in our special high voltage laboratory), for here is where con¬ 
densers are tested to the breaking point and subjected to tremendous 
electrical and heat loads. They are torn apart by the huge electrical 
forces and deliberately loaded with supercharge until they burst, so 
we can observe the changes that go on inside and check the often 
complex physical reactions of the various materials used in manufac¬ 
ture. Sprague condensers, certain competitor's models and whole 
radio sets are dissected on the operating tables of the Sprague 
Laboratory. 

A visitor from the outside walks softly and keeps his hands care¬ 
fully in his pockets as William Bolduc, in charge of the Sprague 
Laboratory, glibly refers to the voltages on every side. 

WHAM! ! — The visitor jumps six feet as a can condenser 
explodes in the iron-screened protective cage that surrounds the high 
voltage test. Mercury safety switches and a cut-off switch connected 
to the door lock protect the operator as he opens the cage and fishes 
out the superheated condenser guinea pig. 

These tests under high voltages are used to determine the instan¬ 
taneous breakdown point of the condensers — the maximum elec¬ 
trical strength that can be put across the condenser before it short- 
circuits or before a rupture occurs in the dielectric field allowing the 
passage of current between the two foils. 

One of the most familiar models undergoing countless careful 
going tests of this nature is the Sprague condenser used in the Ford 
ignition system. 

BAM! ! — SNAPPETY, SNAPPETY, SNAPPETY — Another 
condenser has paid with its life for the progress of science and 
modern improvement under 4,000 volts of direct current. The timid 
visitor who has by this time retreated outside the Laboratory is 
assured that this is nothing hut a mere 35 microfarad condenser that 
seems tiny when put alongside of a 1,550 microfarad condenser used 
for welders. In the massive Sprague testing oven, dozens of units are 
undergoing short life tests at 220 degrees Fahrenheit. Resistors 
being tested for intermittent duty service receive charges controlled 
by a time clock that turns current on and off at various intervals. 

Elsewhere throughout the Laboratory, neon bulbs glow on and 
off, indicating the progress of various intermittent life tests. Tiny 
electric razor condensers receive the equivalent of fourteen years of 
service (at fifteen minutes a day) to the end that American men may 
shave themselves with a device that will not heat up or short- 
circuit or have the condenser w'ax melt out and dull the shaving 
medium. 

Television condensers tell their story under 3,000 to 10,000 volts 
of direct current. AC refrigerator motor condensers are switched on 
and off 125 to 150 times an hour. 

Because humidity is one of the toughest problems of the radio 
manufacturer w ho must sell sets in South America, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore, where conditions vary as much as the customs of the 
people, the Sprague Laboratory lias many complex humidity tests. 
Powerful air streams play on test models coupled with a constant 
supply of water vapor. 

Almost every minute some condenser is giving up the ghost and 
another fact has been added to the science of constructing condensers 
that will work in the rough and tumble of usage in the field. 

HILL-BILLIES USE SPRAGUE LOCATER AND 
TEN-GAUGE SHOTGUNS TO SPIKE 
RADIO INTERFERENCE 

The new Sprague Interference Locater, known as Model 1L-2 
just developed by the Company, is being used to locate causes of 
radio interference being generated on new power lines installed in the 
West Virginia "hill-billy” country where electric power has been 
installed for the first time in history. 

Leon Podolsky, of Sprague Products Company, supervised these 
tests made with engineers of the REA (Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration) in Hardy County, W. \ a. Large numbers of the local 
residents in farm communities, it seemed, had been enjoying 
radio reception with battery receivers. W hen the new power lines 
set up interference that spoiled local reception, the citizenry became 
infuriated, in some spots even insisting tfiat power he disconnected. 
Amazing as it may seem, they preferred their radio reception to all 
the conveniences of wired electricity. Some individuals assembled 
at the Town Hall armed with 10-gauge shotguns to emphasize their 
protests. 

The Sprague Locater, besides detecting sources of radio inter¬ 
ference, serves like a magic divining rod and can be used to locate 
metallic or non-metallic pipes buried underground. This is an 
unusually valuable feature and can be used in locating the exact 
path of pipes to save unnecessary digging. The Locater was recently 
used successfully to find a lost sewer pipe at our own Brown Street 


Willia>n Bolduc at the high-voltage test 


Jimmy McDonough at the life-test ovens 


Leon Podolsky in the field with the Sprague Locater 

plant and showed in a few minutes that the pipe was connected to 
the city sewers. 

On the field tests in W est Virginia, Podolsky cooperated with Mr. 
Kellev and Mr. Watkins, research engineers on the REA in W ash- 
ington, and Mr. Harper, superintendent of the Hardy County 
Cooperative. 
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Walter Clar\ 


LOOKING OYER THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Pretty funny! Many a latent wit found expression in the ques¬ 
tionnaire. Says one, "My favorite color — green, like on $20 hills.” 
What languages other than English? — "Sprague talk.” Oldest 
favorite song, "Alice Blue Gown.” Turkey dinner and blueberry pie 
rate high gastronomically. Hedy LaMarr, Alice Faye and Dorothy 
Lamour bunched in second place as favorite actress — each with 
only one-fifth the votes received by Bette Davis. 

Hardest name to spell: Kay Kyser— must have been twenty 
different spellings. One girl's hero was Boris Karloff. Question most 
frequently left unanswered: What is your hobby? Apparently there 
are a lot that don't have ’em. 

Our favorite boner. Who is your favorite actor? Answer: "Clock 
Gable.” Seems a lot of folks gol mad at being asked whether they 
prefer blondes or brunettes. Their favorite was red-heads. "Bald- 
leads,” cracks one questionee. One individualist lists "hunting, 
fishing, and hiking” as his hobbies blit has no favorite athlete and 
doesn’t want to see a big league game. 

Fifty-six different "favorite actresses” and sixty-six favorite 
actors were listed. Spencer Tracy was way ahead, then Gable; 
Jimmy Stewart a poor third, Mickey Rooney a strong fourth. 
Tyrone Power and Errol Flynn tied for fifth. 

One mechanic has a model diving submarine and is fond of boats 
and candid camera-ing. Has no favorite actor or actress. These band 
leaders should get names that are easier to spell. Funny how many 
ways there are to spell Horace Heidt’s last name. One favorite song 
is Schubert’s "Ave Maria.” Only one person in the whole plant 
named stage stars as their favorite actress and actor. Those nomi¬ 
nated were Jane Cowl and John Barrymore. The team of Nelson Eddy 
and Jeanette MacDonald is also popular at Sprague’s. Add hard to 
spell: "Sierra Sue.” Oldest screen stars to rate a vote: Clara Bow and 
Warner Baxter. Slacks or shorts? — depends on the figure, declare 
several employees. One hobby: "repairing my house.” 

How’s that again? Says one re the shorts and slacks problems — 
"No shorts.” Maybe thinking of condenser testing. Such formality: 
favorite athlete is William Dickey. Most wistful statement: Q. If 
you are a father do you help care for the baby? A. "I’m not and he 
doesn’t.” Another: "No, but my husband will!” A devotee of square 
dancing and hiking who doesn't drink or smoke answers NO on the 
shorts and slacks item and underlines answer twice. Cab Calloway 
and Paul Whiteman are still in there as band leaders. 

Personnel Director Jack ^ ashburn is the favorite athlete of an 
employee whose hobby is detective books. He smokes Pall Malls, too. 
Jack. Add hobbies we like: "Answering telephone when it’s time to 
wash dishes.” Don't we all! Q. If father do you tend baby? A. 
Depends on baby’s age. Favorite color: "Red, Vi hite and Blue.” 
Languages? "Lucky if I speak American.” 

Make and year of car: "Size 7; 1940.” An interesting hobby: 
"exploring mines and panning for minerals.” Four times to the 
W orld’s Fair, and in a 1934 Dodge, too. Johnny Weissmuller is a 
favorite athlete for many. It's the "St. Lewis Blues” to one ques¬ 
tionee. Work is one hobby, housework another. Have you ever been 
abroad? "Yes, I was born there.” Hoagy Carmichael's "Stardust” 
looks like the second choice of the songs — in spite of being at least 
ten years old. A member of the Y.M.C.A. admits he can swim 
"very well.” Several ham radio operators in the plant. 

Another favorite record: "Tschaikowski's Fifth Symphony.” 


WALTER CLARK 

W hen a manufacturing order leaves our sales office, the next man 
to handle it and draw up the manufacturing specifications is Walter 
Clark, w ho is in charge of this important part of the business, as well 
as of our inspection system of raw materials and finished products, 
and is responsible for the preparation and delivery of samples to our 
customers. 

W alter Clark has handled specifications since his first job in the 
Portsmouth Navy Yard. They are as familiar to him as the multi- 
dication tables are to a teacher in the third grade. His experience 
las been broad as well as intensive and has taken him as far away 
as China. 

A native New Englander, he was born in Graniteville, Vt., 
February 23, 1899, and soon moved to Portsmouth, where, after 
completing his education, he put in papers for a job at the Navy Yard 
and was soon accepted. He is far from being just a white collar 
worker, having served his apprenticeship in the carpenter shop, the 
joiner and spar shop, and blacksmith shop. His light step belies the 
fact that he has wielded a hammer on the forge and made it ring. 
Beginning with the tracing of specifications in the drafting room in 
the submarine design division, he soon rose to a supervisory position 
and ended up by being a designer in the mechanical division that 
turned out the "V” boats. 

W alter Clark is one of the few members of our Company who is 
really adept with chopsticks — the result of his being transferred in 
1925 to the position of superintendent of the construction oflice in 
Shanghai where the Navy r was building six gunboats for service on 
the Yangtze River Naval Patrol for the protection of American 
interests in that broad and dangerous area. These included the ill- 
fated Panay, "accidentally’* bombed by the Japanese years laler. He 
took care of repair work and specifications for the Fleet as it came 
into Shanghai from Manila and Tientsin. Jt was not a peaceful 
period for the Communists rolled down over China and Shanghai 
was completely surrounded. Clark saw the wreckage of the revolu¬ 
tion and the heads of victims stuck on poles outside the city. 

Returning to this country to work with a division of Allied Chemi¬ 
cal and Dye Company in Detroit, where the Solvay division made 
.soda ash, caustic soda, calcium, chloride and other chemicals, he 
was called to Sprague Specialties by Mr. Shugg who had known him 
for his work at Portsmouth. Formerly handling engineering work, he 
is now directly under Mr. Shugg handling manufacturing specifica¬ 
tions and supervising inspections. 

Mr. (dark married the day' he left for China, honeymooning in 
Hawaii and the Philippine Islands, lie has a daughter, Pamela, nine, 
is treasurer of the parish of St. John's Episcopal Church, W illiams- 
town, and has just built a new home in the Colonial Village in 
W illiamstown, equipped with both a vegetable and flower garden. 
Like many members of the Company, he is an enthusiastic tennis 
player and in the winter puts on his skiis. 


Favorite food: broiled lobster; society-liar's club, hobby; collecting 
boy friends. Slacks and shorts? Play suits (). K. One hobbyist 
builds and operates a model railroad, lie's still loyal to Clara Bow. 
Questionnaire signed by "Dr. 1. Q.” lists M ae \\ est as favorite actress 
and has been up Greylock "once too often.” One girl says ambition 
for children is "To be like my husband,” carefully' underlined. 
Sounds like a happy' marriage. 


NEALLEY IN AFRICA 

(Continued from page two) 

out here and we have the latest news before you folks at home, at 
least at the same time. 

We receive all the more popular programs from home, such as 
Amos and Andy, Easy r Aces, Ben Bernie, etc. Football games in the 
fall and baseball games in the summer. Ice hockey and National 
Tennis matches. So you see, we aren't lost altogether, even though 
w e can step outside of the door and see bands of monkeys in the trees. 

\\ hen 1 came out here, 1 came as a planter and spent about three 
months actually growing and collecting rubber but inadvertently I 
told somebody' a few things that could be done in handling material 
in our large material and supply department. Net result was that I 
was transferred to that department. Being closely allied with trans¬ 
port, I soon was handed that branch, too. 

Still boasting, I am the secretary of the Firestone Overseas Club, 
one of the House Managers for the club and sports editor for a paper 
that we have just started to publish. 

Give my best wishes to all the gang, R. C., Carl, Andy, Mac, 
J. K., \\ alter and many' of the fellows 1 haven't named. W hen \ get 
back I'll have to come up and give you a first-hand description of 
some of the things I’ve seen and done in jungle vines.” 

Ed Nealley. 
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EMPLOYMENT 

Due to the routine seasonal variance in the condenser business it 
is impossible to keep our employment at a year-round level: therefore, 
the lay-offs. W hen these lay-offs are necessarv they are made in 
order of seniority as is the re-hiring when work picks up. No new 
production workers are employed while there are any lay-offs in good 
standing and available. If a job requiring special skill is to be filled, 
exceptions to the seniority policy are sometimes made. 

The majority on our pay roll can be considered as year-round 
workers. Those who make up our "reserve" list now should keep in 
mind that they are the future "regulars." This becomes possible by 
the dropping out, from time to time, of workers with greater seniority 
and by the expansion of the company. 

To the prospective employee — his turn will come only after all 
available former employ ees have been placed. The list of applicants 
is then gone over carefully and selections made in order of desirability. 

In making this selection many things are considered — neatness, 
alertness, general health, poise, education and previous experience. 
The apparent sincerity of the applicant as to just how much lie really 
w ants the job is also considered. (One more item w ill be added to the 
requirements of an employee in our Brown Street plant as govern¬ 
ment contract work allows only United States citizens to be 
employed.) From the group of applicants best filling these require¬ 
ments, workers are then selected to fill the jobs for which they seem 
best suited. 


MORE HIGHLIGHTS ON THE TYPICAL EMPLOYEE 
FROM OUR SPECIAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

The remaining questions and answers of our vacation question¬ 
naire continue to reveal an active, up-to-the-minute individual as 
the typical employee. A psychologist would undoubtedly award him 
or her an A-1 Personality rating. Many activities and wide interests 
are the usual qualities of the vigorous and even-tempered person. 

Favorite color was blue by a big margin. Favorite cigarette — in 

spite of the famous slogan "It's-*s, two to one," was Liggett & 

Myers’ Chesterfield. Favorite gum, a plurality to Beech Nut. Do 
you own a car? Slightly less than half answered "Yes." Practically 
all employees replied that they drive a car. Ford was the most 
popular make; other favorites being Plymouth, Dodge, Buick, Chev¬ 
rolet, Oldsmobile, Studebaker, Mercury, Pontiac, DeSoto, Packard. 

Twenty-five employees had travelled abroad. Sprague employees 
proved themselves to be joiners and the list of associations belonged 
to are as follows: 

Bridge Club, Rosary Society, 4 IT, Sons of Italy, Daughters of 
Italy, ^ .M.C.A., Sewing Club, P.T.A., Children of Mary sodality. 
Eagles, Society for the Kindness to Bartenders, Grey lock A. C., Elks, 
HeLekah Lodge, St. Stanislaus, Cercle Francais, Country Club, 
East Iloosac A. A., Daughters of Scotia, Nelson Eddy Fan Club, 
Boy Scouts, Masons, K.ofC., Lafayette Club, National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation, American Legion, Tyrolese, Daughters of St. George, 
A.R.R.L., II.V.R.C., N. A. Sportsmen Club, Catholic Daughters of 
America, Lions, Liars, W .C.T.U., Tandem Club, Suburban Club, 
Les Artisans, Society of St. Cecile, White Dcrbyd, Old Maid, Grass 
W idow Club, N. A. Pigeon Club, Holy Name, W omen of the Moose, 

Brunettes were preferred over blondes. Favorite song was 
Irving Berlin's twenty year old "God Bless America," originally 
written in 1917 but not popular until this year. Most employees 
have worked in only one department. Nearly sixty employees ow n 
their own home. To the question, do you think girls should wear 
shorts and slacks to work, the majority replied "O. K. ' Practically 
all employees smoke. 

The question, is there a radio in your home, brought out the fact 
that every single employee reports having a radio, thus demonstrat¬ 
ing the remarkable fact that in less than a decade the radio has 
grown from a little known invention to one of the prime necessities 
of the American way of life. 

The Grevlock Trails have taken quite a pounding from Sprague 
hikers. All but forty-six have reached the top. All but twenty-one 
answered "Yes” to the "Can you swim" question. Almost half of 
all employees can speak or read some foreign language. 


BACK TO SCHOOL 

Chet Zabek has returned to Providence College in Providence, 

R. I. 

August Lindquist, Jr., has resumed his studies at Norwich Uni¬ 
versity, Northfield, Vt. 

Russell and Leland Marchall have returned to the University of 
Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 


ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S “GUESS W HO’’ 

1. W illiam Bellows. 2. Sam Troia and Nettie Angeli. 3. Lena 
Simonelli. 4. Emma Lebert. 



Jac\ Washburn, our employment manager, interviewing an applicant 



Top row, left to right. Billie McConnell, son of Grace of the Paper 
Assembly, and little Dorothy Busby, whose mother, Betty, is also in the 
Paper Assembly 

Below. Roland, son of Mae Lefebvre and Robert Bona, son of Angelina 
of the D.C. Rollirig Department 


ABOUT PICTURES FOR “THE LOG” 

The LOG is very grateful to all its readers who have kindly sub¬ 
mitted photographs of themselves and their children for publication. 
So far as is possible all pictures submitted and which can be properly 
reproduced will be used. However, certain points should be kept in 
mind. 

1. The best size photos are those not smaller than 2" and not 

larger than in any dimension. 

2. Except in unusual cases where something else of interest is 
shown, the person should occupy the greater part of the picture. In 
other words, tiny figures and a lot of landscape do not develop y r erv 
well in the LOG. 

3. Pictures should be in good focus and of proper exposure 
Those that are too dark or too light naturally cannot be used. 
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Fran\ Godsey of our Engineering Department was the guest of honor 
at a farewell party held at the T^orth Adams Country Club, September 26. 
About fifty friends from the plant tooX part in softball, touch-football, ayid 
other activities. Fran\, who left our employ October 1 to go with a large 



concern in Pittsburgh, was presented with a moving picture projector 

In the picture at the left we see the Farewell Party group. Standing left 
to right are Mr. Sprague, Fred McT^amara, FranJ{ Godsey, T^eal Welch, 
and Bill Shields 


ORCHIDS AND DIAMONDS 

Josephine Pedrin of the Paper Assembly and Edward \\ aryjasz 
of Savoy, Mass., will say "I do^’ sometime in the near future. 

Armond Vincelette and Ruth Letalien, both of the Impregnating 
Department, have announced their engagement and plan to he 
married in the near future. 

Victor Blair of the Ovens Department and Annette Fortin of 
Adams have set November 23 as their wedding day. 

Mildred Drohiak of the Paper Assembly and Casimer Oparowski, 
who works at Clark's Biscuit Co., plan to he married on November 30. 


WEDDING BELLS 

Lea Desrosiers of the Paper Assembly and Richard Johnson, not 
employed here, were married October 26 at the Notre Dame Church 
in Adams. They visited Boston. 

Edward Goodman of the Time Study Department and Jane 
Tennant of Albany, N. Y., declared ff I do" on October 27. 

On October 26, Marguerite McCluskey of D.C. Rolling and 
Charles Harrington of Torrington, Conn., became Mr. and Mrs. 

Theresa Del Negro of the Boxing Department became Mrs. 
Edward Czaja on September 14 at St. Anthony’s Church. Mr. 
Czaja is employed at the General Electric Company in Pittsfield. 
They spent their honeymoon in Baltimore, Md. 

Ida Marceau of the Boxing Department and Harry Lovett of 
the Ovens were united in marriage on August 31, at the Holy Family 
Church in Greylock. Their wedding trip included New York City. 

Mary Pieropan of the D.C. Rolling and Nicholas Richardello, 
formerly of the Mica Department, were married on September 2 in 
St. Anthony’s Church. New York City was a part of their honey¬ 
moon. 

Helen Lillie, not employed here, and Gladwyn Pandell of the 
Paper Rolling were married in the Advent Christian Church. Their 
trip included the White Mountains. The date, September 17. 

Winnie Edwards of the D.C. Rolling and Angelo Tassone, not 
employed here, were married in Bennington, Vt., on May 25. 

Lena Scarfone of the Paper Assembly and Paul Raedel, who is 
connected with the Hoosac Cotton Company, became united in 
marriage on August 24 in St. Anthony's Church. 

Josephine DeMarco of the Paper Assembly and Thomas Green- 
bush, not employed here, became Mr. and Mrs. on August 24 in St. 
Anthony’s Cnurch. After a reception they left for a trip through 
Maine. 

Joan Allard of the Paper Assembly and W alter Zdon, not 
employed here, were married on September 7 in St. Francis’ Church. 
They spent their honeymoon in New York. 

Vivian Scrivens of the Pretuner Department and Ashley Swift, 
not employed here, were united in marriage on September 7 in St. 
Francis Church. Their wedding trip included New York. 

Antoinette DiLorenzo of the Paper Assembly and Joseph Simon- 
elli, who is connected with the Arnold Print Works, were married on 
September 2 in St. Anthony’s Church and left for a trip to New York 
on their honeymoon. 


Roma Beauehemin of the Paper Rolling Department and Ralph 
Sacco, who works for the Gale Shoe Shop, were married on August 
17 in the Notre Dame Church, Adams. Their wedding trip included 
a tour through the White Mountains. 

Lillian Chase of the Paper Test and Franklin Estes of the Jones 
Division, A.P.W., were married on September 14 in the First Baptist 
Church and left for a trip to New York and Washington. 

Anna Gorman of the Paper Test and Norman Lamoureux, who 
works for the Gale Shoe Shop, were married on September 28 in St. 
Francis’ Church and planned to spend part of their honeymoon in 
New York. 

Phyllis Bunting of the Engineering Office became Mrs. Harold 
Olson on September 2L in St. Francis’ Church. 

Rita Bergeron of the Engineering Office and Edson Slade, not 
employed here, were united in marriage on September 28 in St. 
Francis’ Church. 

Alice Marceau of the Paper Assembly and Edmour Dupuis of 
the Gale Shoe Co. were married at the Notre Dame Church, North 
Adams, on October 5. They planned a wedding trip to New York 
City. 

John Penczar of the Can Shop w as married on October 5 to Edna 
Krypel, who works at the Berkshire Mill, Adams. The wedding took 
place at St. Stanislaus’ Church in Adams. Their honeymoon included 
New York City. 

Frank Szetela, formerly of our Drafting Department, and Pansy 
W alden of the Engineering Department had their wedding October 

Everett Brown of Maintenance and Doris Haley of D.C. Rolling 
were married on October 12. 


BLESSED EVENTS 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Trifari on August 29 
Frank is connected with our patent department. 

A daughter was horn to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Custra. Mrs. 
Custra is Dorothy of the Paper Test Department and the baby has 
been named Joanne Mary. 

A daughter. Prudence Mary, was born to Mr. and Airs. William 
Davis on August 6, 1940. 

Mr. and Airs. Stanley Cwalinski welcomed a daughter horn on 
August 28. Mother is Betty of the Impregnating Department. 

A son was horn to Air. and Airs. William Bolduc on August 21. 
The baby who weighed 7 pounds 10 ounces, has been named William. 

On September 10, 1940, Air. and Airs. Norman Devio were pre¬ 
sented with a baby boy. Mrs. Devio was Alma Zanett of the Pre- 
tuner Department. 

A son was born to Air. and Airs. Carl Lasky on September 13, 
1940. The mother was Vera Talarico of the Alica Department. 

Air. and Airs. Lawrence Bishop are the proud parents of a son, 
born September 25. 

A son was born to alter and Doris Duquette on October 12. 

On October 17, a son was born to CrawTord and Angie Bellows. 

A son was born to Air. and Airs. Jack Washburn on October 18. 
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IRV KAHAN, EMMA UNDERWOOD AND MYSTERY 
FISHERMAN WIN CONTEST PRIZES 

The LOG is happy to announce that Irv Kalian, traveling repre¬ 
sentative for Sprague retail sales, working out of Chicago, has been 
awarded first prize for his fish story, printed herewith in this issue, 
in the contest which we first announced in the July issue, lie will 
receive a check for §5. 

Second prize of $3 has been awarded to Emma Underwood, of 
the Sample Department, for her surprising little story about her 
water spaniel. 

Third prize of SI goes to the "Mystery Fisherman,” whose story 
appeared in the July issue. Naturally this prize can only he awarded 
if this gentleman will come forward and make his identity known. 

An honorable mention goes to Mr. Don Carpenter, not an 
employee of Sprague Specialties but a constant reader of the LOG, 
and who submitted the fascinating story "Little Known Facts About 
Whitingham Dam and Surrounding Vi aters,” reprinted herewith. 
Mr. Carpenter, the president of the Chevy Chase Citizens’Association 
in Washington, D. C., is widely known as an angler and was the 
founder and first president of the National Capital Casting Club. 
He takes two boys and one girl, aged 4, 7, and 11, respectively, with 
him on his fishing trips and writes a daily newspaper fishing column. 
The LOG believes his adventures are well worth reading and so 
reprints them herewith. 

FISII STORY LANDS CONDENSER ORDER 
By Irv Kalian 

Your "Mystery Fisherman” had nothing on me — so here goes. 
I perspired through a similar experience a few weeks ago on one of 
the lakes in upper Wisconsin and when 1 finally bagged the culprit, 
it weighed seventy pounds and a four-footer. However, 1 was the 
one who had lost the weight, and not the fish — which w r as all right 
wi th me — as reducing has become my hobby because 1 like apple 
pie. Too bad the mighty two-hundred-pound "Mystery Fisherman” 
did not become lighter, or did he? However, the story does not 
end here. 

The scene changes. It is a week later and I am sitting in the 
office of one of my Chicago accounts trying to reel in a good condenser 
order. My moody prospect was perched up in punt formation ready 
to let me have it (not the order). "Well,” says 1 to myself, "start 
thinking, get some bait out for this fellow’ — interesting stories and 
unusual experiences go good — give him the business about 'l)i<l you 
hear this one?’” Well, to make a long fish story short, l related my 
whale of a fish story. I’ll say I was in there pitching. I gave it the 
old "one-two.” I lost another five pounds. 

The desired effect is always accomplished w hen the listener comes 
back with one (in this case, my good customer, God bless him). 
Well, round one was mine. Now listen to his story. If you are getting 
bored with this, don’t stop. The best is coming. 

Says he to me: "Did this take place up there at Elephant Lake, 
near Duffy’s Landing?” "That’s it,” says I, "how could I forget.” 
"Well, lad,” says he, "1 was up there last year in exactly the same 
spot cruising around in my little boat, not having any luck. I 
dropped my oars, reclined, and decided to relax. 1 got to thinking 
about business and your bloomin’ condensers and the maple syrup 
you send each Christmas to sweeten things up a little — when sud¬ 
denly, I felt like my line was tightening up a little. 1 gently grasped 
same and started to pull in easily — as it did feel weighted. Imagine 
my chagrin when, lo and behold, there on the other end of my line 
was a lantern — and what’s more, it was burning peacefully.” 

"Now hold on, old fellow,” says I. "I don't have to take all this, 
customer or no customer. You can buy ’Podunk's’ condensers for 
all I care — but I do resent you ridiculing the veracity of my fish 
story. Now listen, if you blow out that lamp. I'll take about forty 
inches, sixty-eight pounds off my fish. ” I walked out with the order. 
Another success story. 


WATER SPANIEL CATCHES FISH W HEN 
DO-RE-MI IS OFFERED 
By Emma Underwood 

A friend and I went fishing one day. We had with us my dog, a 
w ater spaniel. W e fished for three hours and did not get a bite. So I 
threw’ a fifty cent piece in the water to see if my luck would change. 

The dog jumped in the water and half an hour later we heard 
him barking on the shore, so we went over and he had sixteen pike 
and seventeen cents in change. 


Glenn says: 

If each one of us would take it upon himself to look out 
for his own personal safety, a big part of the safety would be 
pretty well taken care of. 



Her fish story i von $3. Emma Underwood of the Sain pie Department 

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT WHITINGHAM DAM 
AND SURROUNDING W ATERS 
By Don Carpenter 

Deep amid the frigid waters of Whitingham Dam, dwell the 
fur-bearing trout, clothed from nose to tail with long silky fur. These 
odd fish are seldom seen by the amateur angler, and are born with 
fur coats on, to protect them from the penetrating cold at the bottom 
of the two-hundred-foot deep lake. 

One day on a recent visit to ibis anglers’ paradise, 1 prepared to 
case my lures to the fish in the lake. Upon this occasion the fish 
were so numerous it was necessary for me to step behind a tree to 
bait my hook. My catch that followed was too weighty to mention 
after piling them against a convenient hillside, I was astonished to 
notetnat the level of w ater had fallen some twenty feet. Due to this 
sudden lowering of the water, a school of these rare fur-bearing trout 
became visible, and I caught several before they disappeared. My 
specimens were duly preserved, and today rest in the Fish and W ild¬ 
life Service Aquarium in the Commerce Building at W ashington. 

In another nearby lake, I experienced unusual sport with the 
W hiffersnapper fish, closely related to the pike. This little known 
aquatic creature’s habits are that it swims backward to keep the 
dust out of its eyes. 11 is easily lured at the proper time by immersing 
fragrant limburger cheese through a square hole dug in the ice with 
a round shovel. To prepare the W hiffersnapper fish for the table, you 
scale, remove entrails, wipe with a dry tea-towel, roll in poppyseed, 
and garnish well with onion, place on a clean buttered plank. Place 
the whole in a 350 degree oven, ami baste frequentlv during the 
four-hour cooking time. \\ hen done remove carefully’ from the oven, 
drop the fish in the garbage pail — and eat the plank. 

Any questions directed to me regarding above, may be foryvarded 
lo my home— as I am out of toyvn. 

Truthfully yours, 

Don Carpenter. 


IMPREGNATING DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Estelle W ilson enjoyed a week's vacation. Yvonne Davison and 
daughter spent a yveek at Long Island, N. Y. Harold and Roma 
Sweeney spent some time camping at Prospect Lake. 

Joe Fitzgerald enjoyed a trip to Maine. Tom Riddell visited 
Canada. Dot and Clarence Bliss spent tyvo weeks visiting Niagara 
Falls and Davenport, Iowa. Nelson Lesure spent a week in Bellows 
Falls, A t. Thelma Sherman enjoyed a vacation. Labor Day week-end. 

Kate Bryce spent a week in New York. James Copeland spent 
the week at Lake Champlain. George Coody has returned from a 
visit to Florida. 

Our wishes for the best of luck to Nelson Lesure w ho is starting 
in business for himself. He recently bought a printing business in 
Brattleboro, Vt. 
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VACATIONS 

Katherine Ferrara spent her vacation in Springfield, Mass. Agnes 
Fleming is another employee who "did” the \\ orld’s Fair. \\ alter 
W ood visited Atlantic City, N. J. and the W orld’s Fair. Frances 
Romeo began her vacation at the W orld’s Fair and then paid a 
visit to the Thousand Islands. All four are employees of the Pre- 
tuner Department. 

Catherine Hyndman and Celia Duda, Resistor Department, took 
their vacations recently. 

Mary Bellows spent her vacation in Schenectady, N. Y. 

Jennie Chalifaux visited in New York City. 

John O’Connell took his family to Goose Pond in Lee for their 
vacation. 

Wes and Gil Green and their wives took a trip to Detroit, Mich. 

Laura Lefehvre chose Hampton Beach for her vacation. 

H istoric Boston recently attracted Ernest Sorel for a short visit. 

Gladys Ethier visited in New Bedford. 

Leda King spent her vacation visiting in Hartford, Conn. 

Melvin Lillie toured the White Mountains. 

While Roy and Charlotte Trottier were traveling through 
Canada, they stopped to visit the quintuplets. 

New York attracted John and Laura Pierce, also. 

Gladys Felix visited Boston, Mass. 

John and Lauretta Smith went on a fishing trip to Plum Island, 
Newbury port. 

Viola Dupuis and Rachel Godbout were among those who visited 
the submarine at Albany, N. Y. 

Cool Cape Cod lured Rita Siciliano on her vacation. 

Emma Marino and "Pat” Siciliano spent a week at Dude Ranch, 
Lake Luzerne, N. Y. 

Grace McConnell vacationed in New York. 

Jimmie and Mary Mancuso traveled along the rugged coast of 
Maine. 

Bertha Salavantis divided her vacation time between New York 
City and the World’s Fair. 

Peter Mancuso and Ralph Boisjolie spent a week at Hampton 
Beach. 

Leonard Bourrie chose New York City for his vacation. 

Hampton Beach saw Ray Faucett and his family. 

Ethel Lemoine went to High Gate, Vt. 

Louise Marino and Florence Morin spent an enjoyable week at 
Lake Bombazene, V t. 

Olliers enjoying "time off** recently are Stafford Lewis, Lillian 
Boyer, Mae Szetela, Ida Piaggi, Mary Bernard, Eugene Marceau, 
Anne St. Laurent, Carl Bates, Ruth Davis, Olga Martinelli, Sylvia 
Kirby, Albert Lincoln, Ace Blanchard, Rose Tassone, Phyllis 
Fleury, Antoinette Burro and Evelyn Sacco. 


SOFTBALL RESUME 

The Sprague Specialties softball team finished "to show” in the 
recently ended season of the Northern Berkshire Softball League. 
Eight teams competed. Manager Hank Gamari did well with his 
group of softballers. In the final games Spragues defeated the 
General Cleaners, 9-7. Cariddi did the twirling, while Scarbo, Rus¬ 
sell, and Hank Gamari featured at the bat. 

The next encounter w r as a heart-breaker for the Sprague lads who 
lost a hard-fought battle to the Corner Cafe, 14-13. Trailing 12-2 
going into the sixth inning, Sprague scored five runs and came back 
in the last inning to score six more. The Corner Cafe lads only won 
by means of pushing across two more in the last inning. Bullett hit 
a homer for Sprague. 

Sprague defeated the Y.M.C.A., 6-4, with Blanchard and McCon¬ 
nell both hitting triples. Sprague played a tie game w ith the Mohaw k 
Theatre, 4-4, Bergendahl featuring with three bingles. In their last 
League game, Sprague defeated the Eagles, 8-7, Blanchard and 
Bergendahl both clouting home runs. For the last game of the season 
Sprague entertained the West Point Soldiers at Noel Field, the West 
Pointers winning 8-1. The Sprague boys were let down with two 
hits, both by Benoit. Gulcz, the Soldiers’ pitcher, fanned 12. 



Upper row. Some attractive Sprague bridal couples who allowed the LOG 
to use their pictures. Top row. Left to right. Lena Scarf one and Paul Rae- 
del, snapped on their wedding day, August 24. Ida Marceau and Henry 
Lovett, married August 2. John Smith and Loretta Champagne whose wed¬ 
ding tool{ place the 29th of July. Bottom row. Theresa DelJ'Jegro Czaja, whose 
marriage occurred September 14. Victor Pedrin and Zita DelPonte, who 
became man and wife on August 14 



A gay summer group at La\e Taghl{ayiic Par\, T'Jew Yor^. Left to right, the 
girls are Doris Haley, Marion Dean, Peggy Steinberg, and Frances Murphy. 
And in the front row, Everett Broiv>i, Charlie Dean, Jerry Steiyiberg, and 
James Murphy 


RIFLE CLUB 

Those interested in the formation of a Rifle Club this year met 
October 1 at the shooting range across the street to make plans for 
the coming season. A business meeting with the election of officers 
will take place at a date to be announced later. 


BOWLING 

The bowling season has begun and, as usual, Spragues is well 
represented on all the alleys. 

Last year the teams not only did a fine job of bowling but also 
raised a substantial sum for the Christmas Basket Fund. 

Those of us who don't bowl can help out by joining the cheering 
section. 

We promise an exciting evening to anyone who watches a 
Sprague team bowl. 




